PREFACE.

IN the pages of Herodotos the history of the Per-
sian Wars becomes the history of the world. The
fortunes of the tribe^.and nations which were absorbed
successively into the great mass of the Persian Empire,
before it came into collision with the only force ca-
pable of withstanding it, are traced with a fulness of
detail due probably to the fact that no written history
either of the Greek tribes or of their Eastern and
Western neighbours was yet in existence,

In the present volume the non-Hellenic peoples
are noticed only in so far as their history bears on
that of the Greek tribes, or as their characteristics
illustrate the relations and even the affinity of the
latter with races which they regarded as altogether
alien and barbarous.

In relating Jthe history of that great struggle be-
tween the despotism of the East and the freedom and
law of the West, which came practically to an end
with the discomfiture of the Persian army at Plataia
and the ruin of the Persian fleet at Mykale, I have
striven to trace the lines of evidence, sometimes